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Cloud modeling and data solutions discussion
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The meeting began with Zac Adelman’s presentation.
Questions:
Did the states pay for usage?  Not at this point, LADCO is funding all usage.  If costs rise, LADCO may consider other alternatives.
What were the set-up costs?  Staff time was significant, but LADCO did not quantify hours worked.

Steve Fine presented for EPA.
Questions/comments:
GA would be interested in participating in an EPA workshop.
How will agencies provide funds for the cloud service?  EPA would not provide cloud computing or storage to agencies. Instead, each state that wanted to use the cloud would have their own cloud account.
Is there compatibility between Azure and AWS?  AWS functions will not work in Azure, but general approaches used on one may be applicable to the other.  Zac noted that Azure uses VM and does not use Linux directly.
Zac noted that much of LADCO’s effort went to parallel processing.
Steve noted that Azure does support Linux directly.
Are states on their own to install and support Linux?  Zac said state IT staff cannot support Linux in some states; when a state uses AWS, they might be on their own to maintain a cloud Linux system.
Steve said for AWS, a state can likely get a Linux system fully updated if desired.
How would EPA transfer data to agencies?  LADCO would create an image of modeling files and make public, then copy over to an agency account.  EPA envisions a similar process.
Would EPA provide training into accessing and using AWS?  LADCO could provide some guidance and EPA would like to create documentation.
Is there a critical mass threshold that EPA envisions for the cloud project to be efficient?  EPA feels the initiative is scalable and would like to work with one or two states to explore feasibility.  There would be different types of users.  EPA could develop guidance.
Norm said that interested states should contact Mary Uhl or himself.
Zac asked for next steps.  EPA will develop a needs/requirements document and follow up with more details soon.
